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Last year, Julie Kramer
found herself surrounded by
people and photos she hadn’t
seen in years. Throughout the
’80s and ’90s, Kramer — a sea-
soned photographer and for-
mer radio personality at WFNX
— spent much of her time
snapping photos of the artists
that came through the alterna-
tive-music station: Debbie Har-
ry, Paul Weller, the B-52s, Joe
Strummer, Paul Westerberg,
the Red Hot Chili Peppers, Iggy
Pop, Lou Reed, and Elvis Cos-
tello, to name a few. Once they
were done being interviewed
on air, she’d invite them to take
a walk around the station’s
Lynn studio while taking pic-
tures of them doing just about
anything. WFNX went off the
air in 2012, and the community
it once fostered dissolved. But
last year, station alums and lis-
teners reconnected around
photos that Kramer had dug
out of storage and put on dis-
play. For her, it was an emo-
tional and nostalgic moment.
That’s what she is trying to
bring back with her second
photo exhibition, opening Sat-
urday at the Boston Center for
Adult Education. Titled “The
Basement Archives: The Ghosts
of WFNX, Volume II,” the ex-
hibit will feature more than
100 images. The Globe chatted
with Kramer about her time at
WFNX and the origins of those
archives.

Q. This is the second exhibit
featuring your photos from
WFNX. How did this all come
to be?
A.We did the first one back in
October, and we called it “The
Basement Archives” because I
had stored all my photos, cam-
eras, and everything related to
that part of my life away. Then
my boyfriend found it and
wanted to know if we could do
something with it. We built out
a space in Lynn, right around
the corner from where the WF-
NX studio used to be, and cre-
ated an environment that felt
perfect for the exhibit. It was
such a beautiful night. All the
old DJs came, listeners were
there, and everyone was just
sharing stories. Some people
were crying — tears of joy of
course.

Q. You mentioned that you had
to unearth your old photos and
equipment. How did it feel
when you started pulling every-
thing out?
A. I was pretty indifferent at
first. But then as my boyfriend
and I were taking the photos
out and looking at them, I
started telling some fun stories
and I realized I should definite-
ly share them. I also found this
big box filled with negatives. So
we rented a darkroom, and we
just started making prints. It
was then that I realized just
how much I have actually ac-
quired over the years.

Q. Besides taking photos, you
were also an on-air personali-
ty at the station. What was
that experience like, and
what is your relationship with
radio?

A. I started radio back in col-
lege, over at WHJY [in Provi-
dence] part time. Then I went
full time at WGIR in New
Hampshire. After that I ended
up at WFNX. Now I’m the mu-
sic director for Indie617, an on-
line radio based in Boston. But
during my time at WFNX, I was
part of a station that was at the
forefront of alternative music. I
was there for almost 25 years,
and we broke so many bands.
Nirvana, Florence and the Ma-
chine, Hole, Mumford & Sons.
It was a time when the station
was so focused on developing
new artists, and we were just
ahead of the game.

Q.How would you describe
WFNX’s community?
A. It was so creative, and so in-
spiring. It was truly just a big
family. We did work all day and
then we would go out five, six
nights a week, going to see
shows and local bands. It was
so special, but the funny thing
is that you don’t realize it when
you’re in it. Now I look back
and realize it was one of the
best times in my life.

Q. It’s amazing that you
thought to document it all with
these photos, despite not realiz-
ing that.
A. It really is. That’s exactly
what I was doing, I was docu-
menting everything. I was able
to always have my camera
there. Two cameras, actually —
one with black and white film
and one with color film. In my
head, I was just taking pictures.
Now, I look back at these with a
sense of nostalgia, and I have
an entirely new perspective on
it.

Q. So do you think there will be
a third volume?
A.Well we definitely have
enough photos. I’m also look-
ing at making a book filled with
the images and the stories that
go around them. It’s a lot of
time-consuming work, but
worth it.

Interview was edited and
condensed. Chris Triunfo can be
reached at christian.triunfo@
globe.com. Follow him on
Twitter @triunfo_chris.

Photo exhibition recalls a time when
WFNX’s Kramer, rock artists clicked

THE BASEMENT ARCHIVES: THE GHOSTS OFWFNX, VOLUME II
At Boston Center for Adult Education, 122 Arlington St., through 2019.
Opening reception July 20, 4 to 8 p.m. Free. bcae.org/eventrsvp

JIMI SIMMONS

Julie Kramer holding prints of Thurston Moore of Sonic Youth and Chrissy Amphlett of Divinyls.
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ON STAGE THRU JULY 21
FREAKY FRIDAY is Disney’s brand-new, mixed

up - switched up family musical! When an over-
worked mother and teenage daughter magically
swap bodies they face a variety of challenges

trying to get through the day as each other and
ultimately learn a lot about what life is really like

on the other side of the generation gap.

NORTH SHORE MUSIC THEATRE
62 Dunham Road | Beverly | MA

BOOK TODAY: NSMT.ORG | 978.232.7200

A NEW DISNEY MUSICAL
KIDS 18 AND UNDER SAVE 50%

OH, WHAT A SOUND! OH, WHAT A SHOW!
How did four blue collar kids become one of the
greatest success stories in pop music history?
Find out at JERSEY BOYS - the Tony Award-

winning musical about Frankie Valli and the Four
Seasons. Experience the true story, musical

phenomenon that takes you behind the scenes
and behind the music.

NORTH SHORE MUSIC THEATRE
62 Dunham Road | Beverly | MA

BOOK TODAY: NSMT.ORG | 978.232.7200

OH, WHAT A NIGHT!
AUGUST 6 - SEPTEMBER 1

Now through August 4!

Free Shakespeare on the Common

By William Shakespeare

Directed by Fred Sullivan, Jr.

Cymbeline chronicles the fates of a king and his

family through a journey of deception, intrigue

and an all-consuming pursuit of true love.

July 17-August 4

Boston Common, Parkman Bandstand

FREE

www.commshakes.org

617-426-0863

CYMBELINE

Discover where master artists and new musical
leaders live, learn, and explore great chamber

music in the foothills of Vermont. Mitsuko Uchida
& Jonathan Biss, Artistic Directors.

Saturdays (8 PM) and Sundays (2:30PM)

Now through August 11th

*Programs & Tickets*
802-254-2394

marlboromusic.org

ONLY TWO HOURS FROM
BOSTON!

7/26-28 LOWELL FOLK FESTIVAL
8/2 BLUE OYSTER CULT

8/4 MAT KEARNEY
8/9 GAVIN DEGRAW

8/10 THE ENGLISH BEAT
8/15 THE BEACH BOYS

8/16 CLASSIC ALBUMS: QUEEN
8/23 PETER YARROW & NOEL PAUL STOOKEY

8/24 TOAD THE WET SPROCKET
& BIG HEAD TODD & THE MONSTERS

8/30 THE MAVERICKS
8/31 THE FOOLS & THE STOMPERS

7/19 I’M WITH HER
7/20 THE WALLFLOWERS

Enjoy this intimate, fun-filled evening with some
of your favorite Television Housewives — Live

on stage! TERESA GIUDICE (New Jersey), SONJA
MORGAN (New York City), and MARGARET

JOSEPHS (New Jersey) share behind the scenes
stories and details about their sensational lives,

along with a Q&A session with the audience!

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11 at 7:30pm
NORTH SHORE MUSIC THEATRE
62 Dunham Road | Beverly | MA

TIX: NSMT.ORG or 978.232.7200

AN EVENING WITH THE
CELEBRITY HOUSEWIVES

What ? No glass slipper ?

Not your daughters Cenerentola!

Conductor: Susan Davenny Wyner

Director: Antonio Ocampo-Guzman

Mosesian Theater - Free Parking

321 Arsenal St., Watertown

Tickets: www.bostonmidsummeropera.org

or 617-923-0100

BOSTON MIDSUMMER OPERA
JULY 24, 26, 28

The New York Times bestseller is now an electri-
fying musical that will thrill the whole family!

“One foot in ‘Harry Potter’ and another in ‘Dear
Evan Hansen.” - CHICAGO TRIBUNE

“A colossal, crowd-pleasing hit of Herculean
proportions!” - BROADWAYWORLD.COM

“Worth of the gods.” - TIME OUT NEW YORK
“A spectacularly fun adventure that will thrill
everyone in the family.” - CHICAGO PARENT

Presented by the Huntington Theatre Company
Huntington Avenue Theatre, 264 Huntington Ave.

huntingtontheatre.org • 617 266 0800

NOW PLAYING -
THRU JULY 28 ONLY!

August 4-11
The festival features an exciting week of jazz with
Jack Scofield, John DeJohnette-Coltrane-Garri-

son Trio, Aaron Diehl, trumpeter Etienne Charles,
vocalist Kat Edmonson, and more!
rockportmusic.org | Rockport, MA

ROCKPORT JAZZ FESTIVAL

Rodgers & Hammerstein’s Tony Award Winning
Musical

Starring Aimee Doherty and Mark Linehan
ReagleMusicTheatre.com

617 Lexington St., Waltham
FREE PARKING

JULY 11 - 21
781-891-5600

“Downright Hilarious!” - Huffington Post
Tues-Fri at 8, Sat at 5 & 8, Sun at 3 & 7

Added shows: 7/22 @ 5, 7/23 @ 5, 7/24 @ 5
To order 617-426-5225 or shearmadness.com

Great group rates! 617-451-0195
Charles Playhouse, 74 Warrenton Street

BOSTON’S HILARIOUS
WHODUNIT!

ESCAPE TO A FANTASY WORLD
Portland, Maine | Merrill Auditorium | 7:30 p.m.

Roberto Kalb, Conducter
Dona D. Vaughn, Director

OperaMaine.com TICKETS (207) 842-0800

OPERA MAINE
25TH ANNIVERSARY

Jerry Herman’s 1983 Groundbreaking Musical
Winner of Six Tony Awards including

Best Musical, Best Score & Best Book
ReagleMusicTheatre.com

617 Lexington St., Waltham
FREE PARKING

AUGUST 8 - 18
781-891-5600

LA CAGE
Aux Folles

Boston Landmarks Orchestra presents great
music for free all summer long. Concerts every
Wednesday at 7pm from 7/17 to 8/21 at DCR’s

Hatch Memorial Shell on the Esplanade. Everyone
is welcome at these free concerts!

Visit landmarksorchestra.org for more info.

LANDMARKS ORCHESTRA FREE
SUMMER CONCERTS

July 9: Vaughan Williams DONA NOBIS PACEM
July 16: Fauré REQUIEM
July 23: Mozart REQUIEM

Grace Chapel, Lexington, 8pm
masterworkschorale.org / 617-858-6785

MASTERWORKS CHORALE
2019 SUMMER SINGS


